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Tus Chriſtian Religion deriving its origin from the imme- 
diate revelation of God, and being the ſcheme which infinite 
wiſdom has choſen as beſt calculated to lead men to virtue and 
happineſs, muſt be of the greateſt value to mankind. But as it 
operates upon the minds of thoſe who embrace it only by the 
excellence of its doctrines and inſtitutions, its utility is leſſened | 
in proportion as theſe are corrupted. That chriſtianity, has 
ſuffered preat injury by the additions made to it, ſince the time 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, is readily allowed by all proteſtants ; 
and they have exerted themſelves with commendable zeal to 
remove them. To us it is equally evident that many errors are 
ſill retained by proteſtants themſelves, no lefs pernicious than 
thoſe which have been abandoned. To endeavour therefore to 
obtain a further reformation of religion, and to reſtore it to the 
ſtandard of original purity, muſt be regarded as a uſeful and 
| benevolent undertaking, worthy of the zealous exertions of all 
thoſe who wiſh to promote the religious improvement and hap- 
pineſs of the human race. It is to accompliſh this important 
purpoſe, in conjunction with others of the ſame ſentiments with 


ourſelves in other _—_ of the ee age this Society 1s 
forges, SY 
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"Confidedag chat e one principal obſtruction to the progreſs of 
Juſt ſentiments in religion has ariſen from the want of an open 
avowel of them by thoſe by whom they have been embraced, or 
of other methods of making them know to the world, we have 


thought proper to affociate ourſelves together, in order to diſ- 
tribute amony thofe who are diſpoſed to enquire, ſuch books as 


appear to us to eontain the pureſt account of the doctrines of 


revelation, and to be the beſt calculated to promote the intereſts 
of {true piety and virtue, but more particularly among ſuch 
perſons as from their ſituation in life are precluded in a great 
meaſure from obtaining the means of- information, declaring it 
to be the fundamental principle of the Society, in which we 
all agree, THAT THERE IS BUT ONE COD, THE CREATOR 
AN D GOVERNOR OF THE UNIVERSE, WITHOUT AN EQUAL 


OF W\VECEGERENT, THE ONLY PROPER OBJECT OF RELI- 
Grous WORSHIP; AND THAT JESUS CHRIST WAS THE HOS 
"EMINEN'T OF'FTHOSE MESSENGERS WHICH HE HAS EMPLOYED 
TO REVEAL HTS WILL TO MANKIND, POSSESSING EXTRAOR- 
DINARY POWERS SIMILAR TO THOSE, RECEIVED BY OTHER 
. e Bur TN M MUCH HIGHER DEGREE. 


While we thus declare our belief in the ſtrict unity of God, 


408 cannot but regard every practice as idolatrous which attri- 
hates any of the prerogatives of the Deity to another, a conclu- 
non in Which we think ourſelves warranted by the language of 
fcripture, we would not be underſtood to aſſert that we think 


ſuch practices are attended with the ſame immoral conſequences 


as the idolatry which prevailed in the ancient heathen world. 
That they are however in all caſes injurious, and in ſame highly 
criminal, we have no doubt, but how far: they may be ſo in 
any particular inſtance we pretend not to determine, as it muſt 
depend upon circumſtances which can be known only to the 
individuals, concerned. and to nt Peng: who e their 


hearts. 
In laying down the above principles as the fundamental max-- 
ms of. the Society,. we "wo no more than exerciſe the authority 
which 


1 


which every ſociety poſſeſſes, of determining the object for 


which they aſſociate, and to the promoting which they chooſe to 
limit their endeavours. No one can juſtly complain that he is 
injured or aggrieved hereby. If others ſhould think fit to form 


ſocieties for propagating ſuch views of the Chriſtian Religion 
as are different from thoſe we entertain, they have an undoubted 
right to do fo, and they will not be cenſured by us; for we admit 


in the moſt unreſtrained ſenſe, the right of every man to thin k 


for himſelf in matters of religion, and apprehend that this right 
extends to judging of the importance of opinions as well as of 
the truth of them. We wiſh not to prevent the diſcuſſion of 
what we deem the genuine principles of chriſtianity, but to 
procure for them an impartial and candid examination: by this 
means we truſt that the truth will at length prevail, and the 


welfare of the human race be greatly advanced. 
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I. This Society ſhall be denominated THE SOCIETY OF 


UNITARIAN CHRISTIANS, ESTABLISHED IN THE WEST OF 
ENGLAND FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE AND 
THE PRACTICE OF VIRTUE, BY DISTRIBUTING BOOKS. 


II. There ſhall be a general meeting of the members of this. 
Society every year, on the day and at the place that may be, 


fixed upon at the preceding general meeting; and a meeting 
of the committee, conſiſting of ſuch members as reſide in the 
city of Exeter, and within twenty miles of it, on the firſt Friday 
after New-year's-day, Lady-day, Midſummer-day, and Mi- 
chaelmas-day. At the general annual meeting ſever ſhall 


conſtitute a ſufficient number to proceed to buſineſs, and at 


the quarterly committee ?hree, 

III. At every general meeting the minutes of the intervening 
quarterly committees, as well as of the laſt general meeting 
mall be read; alſo the auditors report of the ſtate of the Trea- 
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ſurer's accounts, and all ſuch letters or abſtracts of them as the 
committee ſhall direct to be laid before the Society. 

IV. The object of the quarterly committee ſhall pe to carry 
into effect the reſolutions of the general meetings, to ſuperin- 
tend the printing and circulation of the books and tracts ap- 
proved by the Society, and to tranſact all ſuch „ese as is 
not expreſsly reſerved for the general meetings. 

V. Every perſon recommended after the meeting in "OA 
1792; by two members; ſhall be conſidered as a member of 


this Society, upon paying his admiſſion fee and ſubſcription for 
the current year, or compounding for his ſubſcription. 


VI. Every member ſhall pay the ſum of half-a-guinea on 
his admiſſion, and ſuch further ſum as he ſhall think proper; 


provided the ſame be not leſs than half-a-guinea per annum. 


Any perſon ſubſcribing five guineas at one time ſhall be a mem- 
ber of this Society for life, and entitled to a nomination of books 
equal to that of an annual ſubferiber of half. a- guinea, and ſo in 


proportion for any larger ſum. All ſubſcriptions paid during 


any part of the year ſhall be conſidered as commencing from 
the firſt Friday after New-year's-day in ſuch year, and in like 


manner to terminate on that day twelyemonth : but no annual 
ſubſcriber ſhall be entitled to vote at any meeting, or to receive 


or purchaſe any books or tracts of the Secdety, eil his ſub- 


ſcription for the current year be paid. 


VII. The Society will thankfully receive any be n or 
legacy, for the better Wy Wen to promote their ee 
deſign. 

VIII. At each meeting of the 6 a nalen ſhall be 
appointed for the meeting, who ſhall have a caſting vote. At 
the general meeting in every year, a Treaſurer and Secretary 
Mall be elected by ballot” for the year enfuing. In caſe of a 
Vacancy in either of theſe offices; the committee ſhall proceed 
to elect a ſucceſſor at the next quarterly meeting, notice of ſuch 
* having been given in the previous ſummonſes. 

IX. All bills due to the * or to any PRIN employed 5 


by 
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by the Society, amounting to the ſum of ſive pounds or upwards, 
ſhall be firſt allowed and counterfigned by two members at the 
quarterly committee, before the treaſurer ſhall diſcharge them. 
And the Treaſurer's accounts ſhall be examined and balanced 

by any two members, indifferently choſen, at the quarterly 
. meeting preceding every general meeting. 

X. The Secretary ſhall keep a book, wherein he ſhall enter 
minutes of the proceedings and reſolutions of the Society at 
their ſeveral meetings: he ſhall give notice of all general 
meetings to each of the members, and of all meetings of the 
quarterly committee. He ſhall alſo attend to the receipt and 
direction of all packets, aed keep a regular account of the 
ſame, and of the expences incurred. And previouſly to the 
general meeting in every year, he ſhall apply to all the mem- 
bers for the payment of their ſubſcriptions, and ſhall upon all 
_ occaſions, obſerve the orders and directions given by the Society. 

XI. Every book or tract, printed or in manuſcript, propoſed 
to this Society, ſhall be recommended in writing by three 
members at a quarterly meeting, in the form following, viz. 
We whoſe names are underwritten, being members of the 
SOCIETY OF UNITARIAN CHRISTIANS, ESTABLISHED IN 
THE WEST OF ENGLAND FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIAN KNOW- 
LEDGE AND THE PRACTICE or VIRTUE, do recommend a 
treatiſe entitled --------, as a book worthy of the patronage of 
the Society, and of being printed [or purchaſed] and received 
into their catalogue ; and are perſuaded that it is calculated 
to promote the general deſign of the Society. Dated the ---- 
day Of cooo=eos, BY | 

And its admilon, and the number of copies to be printed or 
purchaſed, or its rejection, ſhall be determined by ballot at the 
next quarterly meeting. And if at any time hereafter it ſhall 
be thought proper to withdraw any book or tract from the ca- 
talogue of the Society's books, the ſame ſhall be moved and 
ſeconded at one quarterly meeting, and voted by ballot at the 
next; notice of ſuch meaſure being given in the ſummonſes. 


XII. Upon 
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XII. Upon all queſtions to be determined by ballot, two- 
thirds of the members preſent ſhall be neceſſary to carry y 


propoſal or queſtion in the affirmative. 


XIII. The Society ſhall from time to time, and as ſoon as 
conveniently may be, proceed to apportion the amount of each 


member's nomination of books (accord ing to his ſubſcription), 
and determine, by lot, the order or rotation in which they ſhalj 


be ſent. And when ſuch order of nomination is ſettled, they 
ſhall direct the Secretary to acquaint by letter the members 


| whoſe names ſhall ſtand firſt in ſuch rotation, of the amount 


of their nomination, in the following form, viz. 
« Sir, Anallotment of books, amounting to the ſum of ö 
were on the ---- inſtant ordered by THE SOCIETY OF UNITA- 


RIAN CHRISTIANS, ESTABLISHED IN THE WEST OP ENG- 


LAND FOR, PROMOTING CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE AND THE 
PRACTICE or VIRTUE, t0 be at your diſpoſal, which it is ex- 


pected you will claim in perſon, or by written order to be ſent 


to the Secretary within three months, otherwiſe the nomination 


will lapſe to the Society. IT am, &c.”” 


XIV. Every ſubſcriber may at any time purchaſe any quan- 
tity of books at the price marked in the Society's catalogue, by 
applying to the Secretary, and paying the money as ſoon as 
the order is given. | 

XV. All books printed for, or purchaſed and diſtributed by, 


the Society ſhall be accompanied with a label in the following 


form, viz. PRINTED FOR [OR DISTRIBUTED BY] THE so- 


CIETY OF UNITARIAN CHRISTIANS, ESTABLISHED IN THE 


WEST OF ENGLAND, FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIAN KNOW- 
LEDGE AND THE PRACTICE OF VIRTUE ; to be Ane red, at 


the option of the ſubſeriber. 

XVI. The rules of the Society ſhall be elated and ſent to 
every member ; likewiſe an alphabetical liſt of the members, 
and a catalogue of their books, with the prices at which they 
are rated and fold, together with a general ſtate of the Society's 
aſſairs, mall be annually printed and ſent to all the members. 

| XVII. Proper 
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XVII. Proper meaſures ſhall be uſed to open and to eſtabliſh 
fuch a correſpondence with the Unitarian Society in London, 
and with all parts of the kingdom, as ſhall n to promote 
the deſign of the Society. 

XVIII. The members and friends of the Society will dine 
together at their general meeting in every year. 
XIX. The foregoing rules ſhall not be altered, nor any new 
rule be made, otherwiſe than by the vote of two-thirds of the 
members prefent at a general meeting, to be taken by ballot. _ 


** 
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AT a Meeting, of Unitarian Chriſtians, held in Lxecer, 

May 11th, 17923 
RIc HARD HALL Clarke, Eſq; in the Chair; 

Reſolved, [. That the preceding declaration and rules being agreed 
upon, be printed and tranſmitted to the ſeveral members. 
II. That the firſt general meeting of the ſubſcribers be held at 

Crediton, on the 6th of September, 1792 ; and that the Rev. 

Mr. Toulmin be defired to preach a ſermon upon the occaſion. 
III. That Richard Hall Clarke, Eſq; be defired to act as Trea- 

ſurer, and the Rev. Mr. Kenrick as Secretary, for the preſent 
year. 
IV. That the chanks of this meeting be given to Richard Hall 
Clarke, Eſq; for acting as Chairman. 

On behalf of the meeting, RichaAD Hall Clarke. 
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AT a General Meeting of the Society of Unitarian Chriſtians 
eſtabliſned in the Weſt of England, held at Crediton, in the 
County of Devon, September 6th, 17923 | 
WIITITIAM Rowe, Eſq; in the Chair; 
Keſolved, That the thanks of this meeting be given to the Rows 
Mr. Toulmin, for the diſcourſe which he delivered 0-day, 
and that he be requeſted to publiſh it. 
That the next general meeting of this Society bs held at 
Taunton, on Friday the 10th of May, 1993, and that the 
Rev. Mr. Kenrick be deſired to preach upon that occaſion. 
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LIST of the MEMBERS. 


Thoſe Perſons marked * are Members for Life. 


* Rev. Matthew Anſtice, Bridport, Dorſetſhire. 
* Rev. Thomas Belſham, New College, Hackney. 
Nr. William Brown, jun. Collumpton. 

Mr. Baſnett, Bath. i 

Richard Hall Clarke, Eſq; Bridwell, near San dees 
Mr. Davy, Fordton, near Crediton, Devon. 

Mr. Martin Dunsfprd- Tiverton. 

Mr. George Dunsford, Tiverton. 

Mr. Jonathan Evans, Exeter. 

Rev. Jacob Iſaac, Moreton, Devon. 

Rev. David B. Jardine, Bath. 

Samuel Kenrick, Eſq; Bewdley, Worceſterſhire. 

Rev. Timothy K enrick, Exeter. | 

Rev. John Kentiſh, Plymouth-Dock. 

* Rev. Theophilus Lindſey, Efſex-ftreet, London. | 

Joſeph Littlefear, Eſq; Exeter. 

Rev. Thomas Morgan, Liſkeard, Cornwall. 

Rev. Samuel Morgan, Collumpton. 

Samuel Pett, Eſq; 

Rev. Thomas Porter, Plymouth. 
Rev. Thomas Reynell, Thorverton, Devon, 
Mr. William Reynell, Barnſtaple. 
William Rowe, Eſq; Spence-Comb, near Crediton. 
Rev. John Rowe, Shrewsbury. | | 
Mr. Stephen Shute, Collumpton. 

Mr. John Spry, Plymouth. AN x Fr. 
*® William Tayleur, Eſq; Shrewsbury... 
John Tingcombe, Eſq; Plymouth. 6 ES 

Rev. Joſhua Tonlmin, Taunton. | 

Mr. Tucker, Exeter. NS 3 

Rev. John Williams, Bridwell, near cllumgten. 5 


The proper Form for a BENEFACTION to the Society, by WII I. 


Alſo, I, A. B. do hereby give and bequeath unto CD. of 
---=--, and E. F. of ------, the ſum Of -=--- -, to be raiſed and 


paid out of my perſonal eſtate, upon truſt, that they or either of 
them do pay the ſame to the treaſurer, for the time being, of a 
voluntary ſociety, commonly called or known by the name of a 


Society of Unitarian Chriſtians, eftabliſbed in the Weſt of England ; 
the ſame to be paid within -- months after my deceaſe, and 
to be applied to the uſes and purpoſes of that ſociety. 


| 


